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to him with limy A/C//I In IMS I////;//?///; saw fit to
taunt him openly with his handicap* though they
little guessed that that: handicap was self-imposed,
the outcome of his resolution to give of nothing
but: his best* In 1601, when Dckker satirised him
as Horace in Satir6#tti$tL\\ Ttteea was made to
assail his counterfeit presentment with "You
nasty tortoise, you and your itchy poetry breakc
out like Christmas but once a yearc\ and then
you keepc a Revelling and Arraigning, and a
scratching of men's faces* as you were Tybcr,
the long-tailed Prince of Rattes",
In pro-Restoration, days the plotter of a play,
even If he did no more work upon it, wa$ recog-
nised, vcty properly, as one of its authors and,
if and when the play was published, have his
name included among the collaborators. To grasp
this simple fact is to go a long way towards
clearing up a mystery which has perplexed some
of the most astute of lUiaabethan scholars*
Seeing that dramatic collaboration was wholly
resorted to with the aim of shortening the period
of composition, it is fat from likely that Jonson,
with his slow pen, was ever commissioned to
take part In the actual writing of a play. Yet we
fiad his name given as co-author on the title*
pages of two comedies, Eastnf&rd Ho* and Tht